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For today’s high school students, mak-
ing the grade is more important than
ever. Their college future looms just

around the corner and the competition for
acceptance is fierce. Unfortunately, even
perfect school attendance, completed
homework and regular studying are no
longer giving students the competitive
edge they need to create a winning college
application. That’s why more and more
students are turning to private tutors and
test-prep outfits to improve their odds.

As a result, the tutoring market has
exploded over the last several years, with
the emergence of new professional tutor-
ing providers that cater to students who
can’t seem to reach their full potential
through classroom education alone.
Tutoring has become big business, and
according to Deepak Thadhani, president
of Cram Crew, an in-home tutoring
provider, it’s a sign of the times. 

“We have seen demand for tutoring dras-
tically increase from where it was five to
seven years ago,” he said. “Students today
have more on their plate and more dis-

tractions thanks 

to the advances of technology, which often-
times means that grades and properly
preparing for the future fall dangerously
behind.” In addition to these distractions,
Thadhani also points out that students
have a heavier course load than most of
their parents did.  

With this in mind, Thadhani created a
tutoring strat-

egy that not only includes improving stu-
dents’ skills in core subjects such as math,
science and English, but also incorporates
a process to teach his clients how to study
smarter, not harder. 

“What we get done in an hour, the aver-
age student will probably get done in three
to four hours,” he said. After just one or two
sessions, Cram Crew students learn how
to manage their time better and study
more efficiently. 

“Every child can benefit from having a
tutor,” said Thadhani. “I think it’s always
good to understand that there is someone
out there who can help you, and who also
understands the individual teaching
process of that student’s instructor.”

Thadhani has been working as a tutor
since his freshman year in high school. A
graduate of Clements High School, he con-
tinued working with his fellow students
while attending Georgia Tech. He estab-
lished Cram Crew in 1994 and began help-
ing students in the Houston area in subject
areas such as math, science, history,
English and Spanish, as well as in prepa-
ration for the PSAT, SAT and ACT.

Cram Crew’s exceptional work has been
recognized by the business community.

The company was recently
nominated for a Houston
West Chamber of
Commerce Star Award.
The Star Awards were cre-
ated in 1998 to recognize

outstanding businesses
for exceptional busi-

ness performance
and community

service.
In addition

to helping stu-
dents with
their high

school curricu-
lums, Cram Crew
also provides guid-
ance through the
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college application process. “When stu-
dents need help on their college essays,
we look at their resume, identify key com-
ponents to include in the essay, then have
them outline and draft the initial copy,”
he said. “We then work with the students
on what we call a polish of the essay—how
can we change sentence structure? How
can we change vocabulary? How can we
just clean up the essay overall to make it
more presentable?”

Letters from appreciative parents pour
into the Cram Crew office, thanking
Thadhani and his team for helping their
children achieve academic success. “Cram
Crew has played a huge role in helping
our children achieve their academic goals,
as well as making it possible for them to
have the opportunities to attend the col-
leges of their choice,” said parents David
and Bobbie Colley. 

Cram Crew clients receive a custom-

tailored curriculum to suit their indi-
vidual learning needs. Cram Crew also
looks at students’ educational needs and
communicates with their classroom
teachers to address any particular diffi-
culties they might be having. The com-
pany has developed a good working
relationship and an excellent reputation
with school boards in Sugar Land and
the greater Houston area.

“One-on-one attention does play a 
 key role in improving performance,”
Thadhani explains. “There’s no downtime
in a one-on-one session, whereas a group
environment allows for more distractions
in the overall learning process.” 

Tutoring will always require a certain
level of commitment from the student.
How long they’ll have to commit will vary.
“After the first two or three lessons, stu-
dents tend to see that there is a method
to this and once students recognize that,
the majority of the outcome depends on
the discipline of each student.” 

To find out more about Cram Crew’s
unique approach to tutoring, visit
www.cramcrew.com.�

Cram Crew students 

learn how to manage 

their time better and study

more efficiently. 
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